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SERMON 


Preach'd bcfore the 


Queen Dowager, 


On Rogation-Sunday, May 9. 1686. 


— —_ ER 
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Amien, Amen, dico vobis, $1 quid peticritis Patrem 
in nominc mco, dabit vobis----Pcrite & accipic- 
tis, ut gaudium veltrum fir plenum. Foh. 16. 

23, 24. $7 
Amen, Amen, I ſay to you, If you fhal! ash the Fa- 
ther any thing in my Name, be will give it you----- 
p Ask, and you ſhall receive, that your joy may be 


. 


full. 


, UR Blefſcd Saviour, in that incompara- 
ble Sermon at his laſt Supper, !of which 
his Beloved Diſciple St, Fohn has given 
—_ us a Copy, from his thurteenth to his 
ſeventeenth Chapter) reads a Lecilon to his __ 
{tles 


\Jo. I 3, 2 4s 


(2) 
ſles, of the higheſt importance to their future 
Conduct and Comportment.He exhorts them with 
an Eloquence Divine in its Original, an Eloquence 
Divine, in its Force and Energy, to the perfor- 
mance of many things, as hard and difficule, as 
they were neceſſary to be put 1n practice. . Belides 
the Command he' gave them of loving one ano- 
ther, and that according to the meaſures of the 
Love he bore them ; Sicur dilexi vos : He gave 
them a clear and ample View, a full Proſpect of 
all choſe: Pains and Aﬀfictions, of all thoſe-Tor- 
ments, of that Death they were to undergo for his 
ſake. He acquainted them with the nacure of their 
Sufferings, with what they were to cndure from the 
Jews and Gentiles, who would both combine, 
(like as Herod and Pilate to the Death of our Savi- 


- our,) in the Contrivance of ſuch exquiltite Tor- 


| Preachers of a falſe. and pernicious Doctrine, a £.. 


ments, as ſhould put a period to the Lives of the 
Apoſtles, with the moſt intolerable Pains,that could 
poſlibly be invented. The Jews would think them- 
{clves obliged to deſtroy. them, as Impoſtors, as 


Doctrine fo oppoſite to the Tenor of their Belief, 
as that was, of their Mefſtas being already come, 
whom they, obſtinately blind through Ignorance, 
as groſs as criminal, expect-even to this day. The 
Gentiles would perform their utmoſt Endeayours, 
ro offer up theſe Men a moſt acceptable Sacrifice 
tothe Divunties they ador'd, inaſmuch as the Apo- 


ſtles 


(3) 

les were to wage War againſt them, to become 
their profeſs'd and irreconciſeable Enemies. I need 
not mention with St. C brofofimn upon this place, 
the reſt of rhe Contetits of* this grear' Sermon of 
our B. Saviour: I need not give you a more co- 
pious Account of his farther Orders or Com- 


 mands. You know how he encouragd them, to 


raiſe themſelves above the Concerns or Cares of 
this World ; He preſfs'd them to an afſinulation or 
likeneſs in Holineſs, co his Heavenly Facher : He 
did not bid them aſpire only to the Sancticy of 
Angels, Cherubins or Scraphins, of any of theſeven 


 miniſtring Spirits that ſtand before God ; they 


were to bear up to the Eternal Father, and from 
chence to take a pattern of PerfeEtion. You know 
how he enjoyn'd them, not only to acquire ſuch 
Vertucs as were to adorn or embclliſh themſelves, 
but to plant chem in the Souls of others, to pre- 
{ſcribe Rules and Methods of a new Lite, of a new 
Belicf, tro preach Penance, Aﬀictions, Creſſes, Per- 
ſecutions even to death, to Men indulging them- 
{clyes all ſorts of inordinate Pleaſares : ro preach 
Poverty of ſpirit at leaſt, as abſolutely neccflary to 
Salvation, to Men boundleſs in their Riches, 
boundleſs in their Defires of ſcraping them roge- 
ther, by all means poſſible, good or bad ; ro preach 
Humulity to the Proud, Patience to thoſe that brook 
not Afronts, Chaſtity to the Impurc, Temperance 
to the” Gluiton ; to controul lawicis Uſurparion 

B 2 ard 


Matth 19. 


25. 


and Tyranny ; to level immoderate Flights of 
Ambition ; to transform the Idolaters of Vice, 1n- 
to the Adnurers, and. Proſelytes of Vertue ; In a 
word, to tranſplant Men from Sin to Grace, from 
Grace to Glory. Itwas very hard for the Apoſtles, 
before whoſe clear view was plac'd ſuch a Scene 
or Landskip of . future Evcnts, ſo diſagrecablc to 
Senſe and corrupted Nature., not to be diſcou- 
rag d, not to ſhrink back, not to cry our as upon 
another occaſion, Quis ergo poterit ſalvus eſſe ? 
Who is it then that can be ſaved 2 Our B. Saviour 


© therefore, who well knew how cafily Mcn are de- 


ecrr'd from doing good, cven at the diſtant view 
of enſuing Dangers, to animate and encourage his 
Diſciples ro an Entcrprize, fo highly condueng to 
cheir own Advantage ; that they might not be dif 
hearted or diſmay'd at the nughty Task, ater he - 
had convinc'd them in his precedent Difcourtle, 
that there was nothing that lay under his Com-_ 
mands, byt what was ſo far from being nor feali- 
ble, that it was eaſe, confers upon them more 
{enſiþ]c Encouragement in the Verſe foregoing. 
that of my Text. In which he promiſes to give 
them unconceivable Comfort and Confolation in 
the midſt of all their Troubles and Afﬀiictions ; 
and then for the obtaining of it, in the words of. 
my Text adviſes, exhorts, nay commands them to 


| have recourſe to Prayer, as the neceſſary Means to 


render all Burdens hight, all Yokes ſweer, all La- 
bours 


| (5) 
| bours and Pains cafie. Amen, Amen, dico wobis; ſt. 
quid petieritis Patrem in nomine meo, abit wobis.— 
Petite G accipietis, ut gaudium zeſtrum fit plenum. 
Amen, Amen, I ſay to you, if you ſhall ask the Father any 
thing in my Name, he will give it you. Ask, and you 
ſhall receive, that your joy may be full. As if he had 
ſaid (as St. Chryſoſtom remarks), - You muſt not © 
think you muſt rely upon your own ſtrength, to i aur. 
furmount the Difficulties you are to encounter 
with : You muit implore in your daily Prayers 
the Aſlitance of Heaven, and you'l never fail of its. 
Protcetion. Petite & accipietis, ASk and you ſhall 
reccive, offer up your Peritions to the Father in 
my Nam e, and hel bleſs your Endeavours, hel 
ſtrengthen them with his all- ſurmounting Grace, 
hel enable you to withſtand and overcome what- 
foever would obſtruct your Proceedings. Perire & 
accipietis, &C. ASK and ye ſhall receive, that your joy 
may be full. Since therctore our Holy Mother the 
Church, in a Scaſon ſacred to Prayer, do's propoſe 
to her Children the Goſpel, whercin our Saviour 
encourages his bcloved Diſciples, to addict them- 
elves to that holy Exerciſe,as being the only Sourſe 
or Origin from whence fgows the tulneſGof j joy 1n 
this World, and the aſſurance of the inctfable 
Bliſs of the World to come ; I thinkit will not be 
unſcaſonable from the words of my Text, to ex- 
hort you likewiſe (D. Chriſtians) ro apply your 
ſclyves with joynt conſent, with uniced affe&ion 
| and 


(6s) 

and fervor, to the devout and holy Exerciſe of 
Prayer; and thar, not for theſe enſuing Days only, 
wherein we are more ſtrictly engag'd by the Church 
co pay our reſpective Duties to Almighty God, the 
better to diſpoſe us on Thurſday next to aſcend 
with.Chriſt in Spirit into Heaven, and prepare us 
to entertain that ſupreme Author of all Sanctity 
and Grace, the Third Perſon of the ever Bleſſed 
Trinity, who deſcended upon the Apoſtles in fiery 
Tongues, and will come to cnflame our Souls with 
the fire of Love ; but during alſo the ſerics or 
continuance of your Days ; to the end, that by ad- 
diC&ting your ſelves to an Employment,as neceſſary 
as advantageous to a Chriſtian, your joy may be 
full, Ut gaudiam veftram fit plenam. To this pur:- 
poſe I deſign, God willing, this day to ſet before 
you in the Firſt Part of my Diſcourſe, the Excel- 
lency of Prayer, together with the Advantages you 
may reap from it. In the Second, the abſolute 
: Neceſlity of Prayer, with a ſhort Method how to 
Pray as we ought. Amen, Amen, ſi quid petieritis Pa- 
trem in nomine meo, dabit vobis, &c. Amen, Amen, 
T fay to you, if you ſhall ask the Father any thing in 
my Name, he will give it you. As%, and you ſhall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full. But that God may 
bleſs and crown my Endeavours, that he may ſeal 
this ſolemn Promiſe ot granting what we ask, and: 
make it good in My behalt, I muſt defire you to 
joyn your Prayers with mine, that what I ſhall 

| lay 


(7) 
ſay, may be to his Honour and Glory, to the good 
of all our Souls. And-to this end let us with our 
beſt Devotion 1mplore Ins Divine Aſſiſtance, by 
the Interceſſion of the nioft Holy Virgin-Mother, 
AVE MARIA, &. 


Am throughly perſuaded (D. A.) that there can- ' Par: 
[| not be given a more elevated Idea of the Ex- 
cellency of Prayer, then by ſhewing, 1. Thatat 
came from Heaven. 2. That 1t conducts us to 
Heaven. 3. That it makes us find Heaven upon 
Earth. 

I. It came from Heaven, where it was even be- 
forc the Heavens, before thoſe material -Orbs, that 
now rowl over us, were call'd from the dark, and 
profound Abyſs of uncflential Nothing : Before 
the Angels were eſtabliſh'd in Glory, God himſelf 
was taken up with Prayer ; not as the word com- 
monly ſignifies with us, Petition or Impetration, 
in as much as that Supreme and Independent 
Being could neither Pray in this Senſe to others, or 
make ſuch Addreſles to it ſelf. His Prayer was the 
Contemplation of his own Divine Eftence : His 
Prayer was that Expreſſion or Conſubſtantial Word, 
which from all Eccrnity, as an Eternal, Coeternal 
Beam ſhone from the Father : His Prayer was and 
is a'RefleHion upon his own unlinured Perteftions, 
' 1n that compleat Reſemblance of himfelf, his Son. 
When this Word defcended from the Boſom of 


his 


Matth. 2-1. 
$9.5 


(8) 
his Eccrnal Father withour either Change or-Se- : 
paration, to cloath himfſelt with our Fleth in: the 
cha Womb of .the Virgin-Mother, I find he 
cameamonyg us to teach us what he pur in pra- 
ctice hinaſclt, the holy Exerciſe of Prayer. It 18 
written of his Houſe, that it 1s to be Conſecratcd 
to Divine Service or Prayer : Domus mea Domus 


Grationis wocabitur. And which was his 6:{t Houle, 


but the Womb of his Virgin-Mother, whe-e he 


dwelt nine Months 1n that divine Employment 2? 
"The firſt Chapter of his Prayci-Book, or firſt Leſſon 


he read, was to comply with the ſacred Decrees, 


with the holy Will of his Ecernal Father, as the 


Job 22 14. 


Royal Prophet ſays of him, Pſal. 40. 10. In capite 
Libri ſcriptum eſt de me, &c. In the beginning of the 
Book it 4s written of me, that I ſhould do thy will. Tle 
tollow thy Orders, my God, [le engrave thy Law 
mn the middle of my Heart. = 
When he came ito the World at.the appointed 
time, he employ'd in that holy Exerciſe of Prayer, 
the ſpace of Thirty Years. This Light of the 
World ſhed not a Beam upon benighted Man, he 
broke not from- the ſacred Cloud whereinto he 
had reurd, Nubes /atibulum ejus, ull the Revolu- 
tion of that time was cnded. And as it he thought 
it not enough to ſpend whole Thirty Years under 
the Root of Mary, he repairs to a Deſert, a loncly 
and mclancholly Deſert, wacrc tor Forty Days and 
Forty Nights, not granting his Body. the fatisfacti- 
O:\ 


© (9) 
on of the leaſt Repaſt, freeFom the noiſe and 


buſtle of the World, he 1s totally addi&ted to Con- 
templation. Our B. Saviour was as well God as: 
Man; he needed not, by conſequence, a private 
Houſe or Deſert to' become: more recollected,. 
. more retir'd ; 'ewas to give us an Example, wo 
reachus where we ought to Pray, that he choſe 


choſe ſolitary Places ;” 'twas to encourage us to an 
imitation- of his holy Life, to render our Prayers 
more efficacious, more meritorious , he ſelected 
ſuch: Conveniences asi nught be' an help to our 
Prayers. Mcethinks he acquaints us with 

Intentions from the Deſert, with an Exemplum dedi 
vobis; I bave given you an Example, that you do as 
I have done. Ah! my Lord, 'tis too much honour 
for ſuch:poor Creatures as'we are, to be permit- 
ted to addreſs our Prayers to thee ; but what a 


is divine Joan. 13. 


ST 


appineſs is it to be invited to Pray in Company þ. 


with our God? Þo ooo 9a 

: When he lefr the Deſert, he left notthe'practice 
of Prayer ; he quitced not this ſacred Employment 
in the midſt of -che molt preſſing Concerns of his 
Miſſion :- And altho' he equally Pray'd in: all Pla- 
ces; and art all Times, the Evangcliſts have taken a 
particular care to acquaint us, that after he had 
labour'd and toyl'd all che Day in- Preaching, 
Teaching,” and inviting Sinners \ to 'a- ſtacere Re- 
pentance, he:employ'd the moſt parc of the:Nighr 
in'the Practice of Prayer ; Erat pernoftans in ora- 
_ 77076 Dez. 3 Gl As 


Luc. 6. r:. 


(10) 


: As helivd ina cofthinual Exerciſe of 'Prayer, he 


expir'd upon the Crofs (as we may ſay) in the Arms 
of Prayer ; he conſecrated to that purpoſe the 
three laſt hours of his Life ; he drew the Curtains 
of the Night upon the face of this World , he 
ſhrowded it with darkneſs more ſeaſonable; more 
proper for Prayer. Ah, what comfort muſt a ſeri- 
ous' Meditation upon thoſe three laſt myſterious. 
Hours our B. Saviour was dying in upon the Croſs, 
bring to the Soulof a repenting Sinner ! He made 


| therean Application of his moſt bitter Paſſion, of 


. : his moſt dolorous Crucifixion, of his/ moſt painful 


- ueathed the: Spirit of Frayer as a Legacy-to-us, 
Oo 


Death to the Diſtempers of our diſcaſed Hearts, 
He Prayed then, that as the whole Series of his 
Life: was ſpun out for our Good, for our Inſtrus 
ction ;; ſohis Death -for our ſakes might-conduce 
to theentire Renuſhon of our Sins. He offter'd the 
infirute Price: of his incftimable Blood for the Re- 
demption of Mankind. He begg'd of is Erernal 
Father to cancel the: Debts we had contracted,” to 
blor.out of his rememabrance. our' Tranſgreſlions; 
at the ſame time that he interceded at-the.Throne 
of his: Mercy for the blind and \ungratcfal Jews. 
Pater: ignoſce illis quia neſcinnt quid faciunt,. Nos 
may we doubt, but as he pour'd forth: his'Soul in 
Prayer with his laſt Breath, ſaying. ro his Erernal 
Father, Ito: thy bands I commend my-ſpirit, '{@-he 


th to accompany and ſecyre our Exit out of this 
Ef . Lite ; 


(Ix) 

Life; and the bowing of ' hrs Head tous-at that 
ane; & an lnwutaon tous wilt up aur Hearts £0 
tim 5 Grelinarot eupate Demafes fparition, Ab my 
dcareft Saviour, I zeccive with the moſt profound 
Sabttuſlion poſſible, with the greatcft Veneration, 
thy Holy, thy Divine Spiric ; :{ embrace it as be- 
queath'd: me/by my molt render Maſter z Ile che- 
Tiſh this ſacred Depoſitum, this divine Pledge of an 
infinite -Love ; Ile carctully preſerve 1t to the end 
of my days ; for 'tis then I deſire to die; when:I 
caforoPray.;: 2 5 5 ch vl 

2.” If' Prayer came from Heaven, as we nauſt 
needs allow, 1ince it was brought. us from thence 
by: the Worlds Redeemer, 1t glories m a.Preroga- 
tIVE-MOre to our adyantage ;. that 1s, it eads:and 
condudcts'to us Heaven. "Tis the property of Water, 
To remount to a Leyel with its Sourfſe or Oc:1gm. 
Prayer therefore raking us riſe m Heaven, we mult 
attribate-to-1t an Excellency common to: 1t-amd 
Grace 5 Omnis qui bibit ex aqua hac.fiet in'eo fonsaque jou. 4 14 
falientis in vitam-eternam. It any ene drink of that 
.delicious Spring, which pious and religions Souls 
ſo frequently refreſh themſelves with inthe holy 
Exerciſe of Prayer; it ſhall become i him a Foun- 
tain, whoſe Waters ſhall reaſcend as high as their 
Origin, as high -as Heaven, 'to chat mexhautiuble 
' Ocean of ever-living Warers. |: Lau eft vratio, {Hays 
ro'this purpoſe the great St. Aueuſtin;) niſt aſcenſio 
anime de terreflribus ad culeftia, .inquifttio ſuperno- 
$44. C3 


Tum. 


+ 


(12) 
rum, inviſibilium deſiderium ? For what 1s Prayer, 
bur an elevation of the Soul from terreſtrial to ce- 
Icſtial Cogitations, an inquiſition. or feafch into 
ſupernatural. Concerns, a fervent defire of purcha- 
ſing that Happineſs, which is as yet out of fight. 
*Tis for this Reaſon that Prayer 1s compar'd to the 
Ladder Facob. the Patriarch ſaw in a Viſion: As 
that 'gavean aſcent from Earth to Heaven, as thoſe 
.myſtcrions Rounds bore the mounting Angels to 
their Sovereign Lord ; ſo Prayer wings our earth- 
ly lumpiſh Nature, that.we can ſoar aloft ro the 
[Region of Spirits ; and to this purpoſe it refines 
.our Humanity from all dregs of Mortality. As our 
Lord was ſecn leaning upon the utmoſt Rounds 
of this myſtick- Ladder, or rather (as the Septuagrint 
.give a more congruvus Conſtruction) as the Lad- - 
der was ſeen leaning upon our Lord that ſupported 
it; ſo Prayer denves 1ts efficacy , 1ts vigour. and 
force from the gracicus aſſiſtance of an all-power- 
ful God, who both raiſes and draws its Votaries | 
ro himfelf. Finally, as there were in Facob's Vifion 
Aeen aſcending and deſcending Angels, they are yer 
upon the ſame. Concern for Chriſtians deyoted to 
Prayer. They carry our Petitions (as St. Hilary 
faith) to the Throne of Glory, they return to 
miniſter for us in the great work of ouc Salvation. 
- The Soul likewiſe upon the Wings of-Prayer takes 
her flight to Heaven ; ſhe enters into the Palace of 
her Lord without controul or diſtuibance, (Prayer 


being 


A083) 

being the Key of Paradiſe (faith S. Auguſtin) which 
gives her admittance into the Royal Bed-Chamber, 
. where ſhe ire entertains. her, {clf with an infinite 
Majeſty) ſhe becomes farmlar with her God, ſhe 
not only obtains his Bleſſing as her Father, diſarms 
his juſt Indignation again her own,,, and , the 
. Worlds Offences, atones for, her. ſelf, and:,orhers, 
but addreſſes her ſelf.co him as her deareſt Friend, 
appropriates him to her as her Beloved, with the _ _ 
Spouſe in the Canticles ; Dilefius mens mihi, © ego 6. 
' ili. Infomuch..chat pur. Sovereign infinitely. de- 
lighted with ſuch familiar Addretles, invites , .en- 
courages, and engages the Soul to continue her 
languihing Deſires. Fac me audire wocem tuam ; *- "3 
_ Let me hear thee ſpeak. Vox. enim tua dulcis; For can. +. 
thy Voice 1s ſweetand charming. Labia tua ficut ;*. 
witta coccivea, © FEloquium tuum dulce ; Thy Laps 
| are like a Thred of Scarlet, thy Speech is ſweet and 
- grateful. Such was the Prayer of Moſes upon the 
Mount, where he made up to God as to his beſt 
of Friends, Diſcourſed with him face to face, fo 
much to the advantage of the glorious Saint, that 
one would have thought the Almighty had inter- 
changed Properties with him; for he ſeems to tie 
the Hands of an Omnipotent God, that was ready 
ro dart his revenging Thunder at the criminal 
Heads of the rebellious Jews. Dimitte me, (ſaith 8x. 32. 
the Almighty) at iraſcatur furor menus ; Let me a- '* 

lone, that I may give way to my anger. As if he 
Were 


98.) 


? IF FRA RAS 4&5 \ 2a 4s; SES, MY = POET. 
be. - » paws the Influence of the Prayets 
.O Whig oC 07 FETEE 1391 2732 


"3 Bur we have notonlythe advantaocof brite 
' condiited to Efavtn bY Prayer ; *is als" bleffed 
with a {ſingular Priviledge, that' it makes us find 
Heaven upon Earth. To-evidence this Truth, Tom 

- us ſettle our; ſerious Conſideration, Her us fix dur 
Regards upon ſuch devour Chriſtians, as are given 

| -tO Prayer. We ſee they are difencumbred from 
theBuſtle; or trotbleſom Concerns of this World ; 
welee they afeintirely diyor&d fromthe Creature, 
totally umited to the Creator; we lce they are dead 

to the Life of the World, living a divine or ſuper- 
natural Life ; dead to themſelves, animated with 

the Life of God. Ahhappy Death ! Happy .cndof 

a Life well loſt ! Thrie&happy beginning of a Life, 

that muſt never end! The nmonoft Body and Soul 

is the Life of a Man, the ſeparation of the Body 

and Soul is the Death'of a Man; The union of 

the Body and Soul with the World, is the Life of 

a Worldly Man, the Death of a Chriſtian ; The 
ſeparation of the Body and Soul from the World 'is 

- the-Death of a Man as tothe preſent World, bur 

" the Life of a Man in' reference to the World to 
come. Men living with the Lite of the World, are 
dead to Heaven ; Men living © or leading their 
Lives in Prayer, find-Heavenceven in this W orld, 
_4naſmucly as they are dead to the World, to live 
with God, . to live with the Angels with the Lite 
ii of 


1 


(35) 

of God : they are penetrated; with God, thejj ave 
abſorprt in God; they arechang'd by. athrice.hap- 
py Transformarior ined God G1matelt.; * But -this 
Death to: the World, ought rathertto.be ful'd a 
Reſurrefion then a Death : A ReſurreJion with their 
divine Original Chriſt. Feſes, from the Grave of 
this World. Thoſe thatare rifen-with Chriſt, bave 
their Aﬀections taken bfEframthethings hete be- 
low; they favour nathirig but what'sabove. Thoſe 
by conſequence that are devated to Prayer,:.are ri- 
ſen with Chriſt ; have'\addeayon upon Earth with 
Chrift-not yet: aſcerided;: with naount' with: Chi 
from Earth to Heawen. Wk que. 
: If the Angels, : our Guardian-Anpels,, co whoſe 
care and cuftody:Man, as yet a/Traveller, i19:re- 
commended: by- God ' xf they that keep us 1n all 
our ways, that direct our ſteps through the Mazes 
of this Warld ; -if they that.are fo much taken up 
with our Concerns,.,as: that: they are continually 
upon:the Watch, 'pþon the: Guard, to ſecure us 
from that roaring: Lyon the Devil, ſecking to de- 
your us; 1f they notwithſtanding are ar the ſame 
eume: bleſs'd! with the: beartfical: Viſion, if they fee 
God; enjoy. Heaven pon Earth, certainly there is 
ſome proportion;berween Souls in Prayer, and Spi- 
rits;upon. Duty ;::betwixt Soxts rais'd above them» 
ſelyss upon the Wings of /Peyorion;: and Spirits 
below themſelves upon-Matcers of, Obcdience : if 
we have regard to the Concern they are engag'd 

my 
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1m; their Heaven muſt be upon Earth. If we look 
upon the Soul as confin'd to the Body,. the has at 
leaſt an Antipaſt of chat Blifs theſe Spirits are per-. 
fetly pofſeſs'd-with, fince ſhe;commences here: an 
Exerciſe, that muſt. never end : She behoſds-the 
face of God, by! Prayer, who 1s to be:the Object of - 
her Happineſstor all Eternity. Do:notwerhusens 
joy Heaven upor 'Exrth'2\do: not we'thus'partake 
of the Happineſs of Angels? Prayer comes from 
Heaven, Prayer leads to Heaven, - Prayer makes us 
happy with He#ver upon'Farth. 0 quam: ſuauis 
eſt, Domine, Spiritus taus in nobis ; O my Lord and 
Saviour Chriſt, how ſweet 1s:thy Spiriz: 2 How be- 
neficial is:the Spirit thou haſt left us,” the Spirit of 
Prayer which thouhaft recominended to us? 

Front the Excellency of: Prayer, and the Ad- 
vantages we reap by, *twere caſte to conclude the- 
Obbgation incumbent: on us, as we tender our 
cternal Welfare, of having a conſtant recoutſe to 
ſo Religious an Employment :*But becauſe among; 
yaricty of Morives, it may fo fall our by the Or- 
der of Providence, that-ſome of them art leaſt may 
conduce, as well to'ſtir!up thoſe that will nor yer 
grant themſelves ſo much: lerfare, eycn'as to thirk 
of future Happineſs, 'as ro encourage 'thoſe that 
are _alrcady bent upon'the- Inquiry, -T ſhall now 
proceed . to: ſhew the' Neceſſity! we have, and the 
Mamer how we are to Pray; which 1s the Subject 
of my Second Parr, JA OED : 
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Saint. John. Damaſcen defines Prayer. to. be. an rt. par. 
Elevation of the Mind.cq.God.;. in which we either 
beg'to. be deliver'd: fjogy;Eyal, gr.invoke his afli- 
ſtance-upon our ſelves or: Nezighbours,:to embrace 
. what's Good ; or pay to him eur Homage as our 
Supreme Lord, our Sovereign King, *Tis evident 
from the Firſt Part of the Diſcourle, that the Mind 
iselevatcd to God by Prayer : the Explication there- 
tore of the Sequel of this Dehnition {hall be a preg- 
nant proof of the Neceffity we are in, of making 
ſuch Addreſſes to him, as that we may altevaare the 
Burden of our Troubles in this World, we may 
vice the celeſtial Influence of his Grace upon 

our ſelves and Neighbours, we may acknowledge 
him as weought, as we are oblig'd, to be our chief 
Good, cur ultimate or laſt End. 

We are nor, I am fully perſuaded, unacquainted 
with the Miſeries we, as mortal Men, are liable or 
ſubject to. Homo brevi wivens tempore repletur job 14.1. 
multis miſeriis, ({aid Fob, who had found the truth 
of his Affertion by experience); Man living but a 
ſhort time, is full of many miſeries. We know there 
are Miſerzes that opprets the Soul, Miſeries that at- 
fic: and torment the Body. The Miſertes of the 
Soul are many : She 1s blind, erroneous, ignorant 
in the Operations of her Underſtanding ; ihe 15 de- 
prav'd in her Will, which 1s beat upon Ev.l, which 
1s obſtinate, perverſc, malicious ; art the beit. more 
prone to acquieſce to the Suggettions of $72, then 
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comply with the previous Motions of Grace : Sh 
1s corrupted in her' F#dgment, decay'd in her Me- 
mory; ſhe is weak and feeble in all her Faculties, 
Add to theſe domeſtick Evils, theſe in-born Miſe- 
ries, thoſe ſhe ſuffers from abroad, thoſe ſhe ſuffers 
from the World, from the Allurements. of the F!e/h, 
from the Suggeſtions of the Devil. She 15 betray'd 
to the World, by the C ws 5g wi of the Eyes ; ſhe 
1s a Slave to Senſuality, by the Concupiſcence of 
the Fleſh : The Devil Lords it over her, by enga- 
ging her, through his Wiles, into Pride of Life. 
What muſt ſhe do to be deliver'd from this into- 
lerable Oppreſſion 2 Whoſe aſſiſtance muſt ſhe call 
upon ? Whoſe help? She is cloſcly bclieg'd by her 
Enemies without, the 1s treacherouſly betray'd by 
her Domeſticks within : Inimici hominis domeſlict 
ejus. To whom ſhall ſhe have recourſe for Succour 
or Relief? To whom bur to the King, her Su- 
preme Lord, her Sovereign, her God? To whom 
ſhall ſhe ſend her devout Sighs, her penitenrial 
Tears, her aſliduous and fervent Prayers ? The Al- 
mighty gave her Orders, to call upon him in the 
day of Aflidion ; He prome'd her his Aid and Af- 
{iſtance, upon Condition ſhe would attribute to 
him the Glory of the Victory, ſhe would return 
him her Acknowledgments and Homage : Invoca 
me in die tribulationis, eruam te, W Honoriſicabis 
me. The Apoſtle grievouſly infeſted with an inte- 
ſtine War from the Concupiſcence of the Fleſh, cries 
OUL 
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out for help to cruſh the Rebel : Infelix homo, quis Rem 7.24: 
me liberabit de corpore mortis hujus ? Unhappy, un- 
fortunate Man ! what Friend will deliver me from 
the Body of this Death ? He do's not deſire here; 
as in another place, a ſeparation betwixt Bodyand 
Soul ; he begs to be freed from the vicious Incli- 
nation of a deprav'd Appetite, which he calls Cor- Rom. 5.6. 
pus peccati, the Body of Sin, from whence, as from 
a noxious and pernicious Root, ſpring up ſo many 
deſtructive Branches of inordinate Deſires. Qzzs 
me liberabit 2? Who 1s 1t that will deſtroy this Body, 
this Body of Sin ? Corpus peccat?. He calls to mind 
the Promiſe of his Lord, and expects relict from 
the Grace of Feſus. Gratia Domini Feſu Chriſti. 
Invoke his Aſſiſtance therefore, beg he would: ex- = cor. cz. 
tinguiſh the Rebellion of the Fleſh. 7er Dominum * 
rogavi. I have Petition'd thrice, rephes the afflicted 
Soul, Ut auferretur a me ſtimulus carnis mex. Net- 
ther were his Petitions unregarded ; the Grace he 
receiv 'd at the Inſtance of his Prayers, enabled him 
couragiouſly to withſtand all Afaults, repel all 
Temptations, to triumph over the Enemies that 
aim'd at his Ruine. Swfficit tibi, Paule, gratia mea. 

If Prayer prove ſo neceſlary to the relicf of the 
Soul, in the midſt of Troubles, incompals'd, or ra- 
ther oppreſs'd with the. intolerable weight of Mi- 
ſeries and Aftlifions ; *tis as abſolutely requiſite a- 
gainſt the Miſeries that tall upon the Body; the 
Miſeries of the Body being - grievous, as aftlict- 
| 2 ing 
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ing in ſome proportion, as thoſe. of the Soz/. I 
need not call upon any other Witneſs then our 
own Experience, to manifeſt the truth of this Af- 
ſertion. Since that Sz that was unfortunately 
hatch'd in the Garden of Eden, Man that was be- 
fore Lord of this Univerſe, the Maſter of the 
World, has now the Univerſe, the whole World 
againſt him. Nature ſhook him off, as no longer 
her Darling, when once he had revolted from the 
Allegiance due to her Sovereign and Creator. 
The Heavens ever ſince have prov'd his Bane, in 
their malignant Influence. The Elements, that jarr 
and wrangle with one another, mcet in the Com- 
poſition of diſloyal Man, not to end, but to con- 
tinue their Quarrel ; that they, like Samſon, may 
draw after their own, the Rzuine of this Philiftine. 
The Beaſts, created. for his uſe and ſervice, over 
whom he was appointed Lord and Maſter, revolt 
by a joynt Inſtinct, that ſeems to tranſcend the 
reach of a Creature, guided only by the blind Im- 
pulſe of Senſe. The Bcaſts-revolr, the Beaſts rebel 
againſt him ; thoſe thathaue not Strength m pro- 
portion to their Hatred, do all they can to ſhun 
the deteſtable Object ; thoſe that are able ro ma- 
ſter this common Enemy, neyer- meet him bur 

they devour him. £ 
Were this the Nor plus ultra of his Miſery, it 
might be ſaid, his Enemies were only ſuch as were 
void of Reaſon : But ah ! unfortunate Man! thou 
art 


( 21') 
art an Enemy to thy (clf, thou haſt Man thy Ene- 
my. Onelevels his Endeayours at the deſtruction 
of another. In i:ineribus ſape. Often upon the 
Road (ſays St. Paul) Periculis Latronum, thy Life's >": 
in danger : Periculis in Civitate, as often in the | 
City. If thou flicſt to the Deſerts, Periculis in ſoli- 
tudine, the wild and unhoſpitable Groves harbour 
thy Enemies. Put to Seca, Perical;s in mari, thon haſt 
Enenues at Sea.. If thou return to thy Friends, thy 
Friends are falſe, thy Friends are Flatterers, thou art 
likewiſe in danger there, Periculis in falſis fratribus. 
Devil with Devil firm Concord holds; Men only 
diſagree of Creatures rational: As if they were not 
aſſail'd by Enemies enough beſides, they do their 
utmoſt to ruine one another. - Where therefore 
muſt Man, miſerable, unfortunate Man, ſeek for 
refuge againſt the united: force of ſo mgny perni- 
cious and malignant Enemies 2 Where ſhall he find 
2a ſhelter from a Storm, that menaces his Deſtru- 
Etion on all ſides 2 Whither ſhall he run for -ſuc- 
cour ? To God (faith St. Chryſo/tom) born up upon 
the Wings of Prayer : Let him flie to the Throne 
of the Almighty, far above theſe material Orbs, 
that ſurcound us, far aboye the reach of an Inva- 
ſion, either from the Heavens, Elements, Beaſts, or 
Mer. Let him enter In locum tabernaculi admira- va. as. 
bilis, uſque ad domum Dei ; Let him enter into the 
place: of the admirable Tabernacle, let him enter 


into. the Houſe of God, Uſque ad domum Dei. 
; Oratio 


= 5 
Kcd. 35. Gratio bumiliantis ſe penetrat nnbes, © non diſcedet 
donec altifſimus aſpiciat ; The Prayer of the hum- 
ble penetrates the Clouds , and it ſhall not depart 
till the Almighty hath granted the Petition. Do 
cif. the Heavens moleſt him ? Prayer (faith St. Chryfo- 
hemp. tom) has been a ſure Fence againſt their malignant 
ms. Influence; Plagas czli irruentis delevit Oratio. Prayer 
has appeas'd the anger of the Elements ; 7empeſta- 
tes ſuſtulit. Prayer has tam'd the ſavage Beatts , 
Impetum Leonum cohibuit. Prayer has compos'd 
the Differences of Men ; Bella compoſuit, prelia re- 
movit. Prayer has diſcover'd the Snares Men have 
laid to cntrap one another ; In/idias hominum, mala 

denique omnia delevit Oratio. 
But now again, as our Prayers arc beneficial to 
-our ſelves, fo alſo are they to others. As they are a 
powerfub Engin, by which we draw down Bleſ- 
ſings upon the Sozl, againſt the Miſeries of the 
"Soul ; upon the Body, againſt the Miſeries of the 
Body ; the likewiſe are efficacious for the good of 
/our Neighbours, whether Ericemies or Friends. To 
inſtance in the Firſt, as a more pregnant aſſurance 
-of the efficacy of Prayer. Who was a greater Enc- 
"my to Chriſtians then K. Paz/, betore his Conyer- 
Fon? You are not, I ſuppoſe, 1gnorant of the Per- 
ſccutions he rais'd againtt the Church in its Infan- 
cy, when he bore the Name of Saul, with the Na- 
ture of a greedy and ravenous Wolf, that thirſted 
after the Rood of the Lambs and *Sheep, ' of that 
tender 
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tender and loving Paſtor Chriſt Feſus. You know 
the bloody Deſigns he was bent upon, when our 
B. Saviour appeard to him in the Way, with a 
Saul, Saul, Quid me perſequeris ? Saul, Saul, why *% 9 4. 
doſt thou perſecute me ? Never Tyrant, the moſt 
inhumane Tyrant, was more violenc againſt Chri- 
ſtians, then Saul. The Fury he was animated with, 
anſwer'd the Cruelty of his Intentions : He was 
full of Menaces in his Mouth, of Rancour in his 
Heart, of Fire in his Eyes, of Weapons in his 
Hands. Saulus ſpirans minarum & cedis. He tra- 3855-1. 
velld from one City to another, ro ſeize upon 
Chriſtians, whom he loaded with Irons, whom he 
dragg'd before the Magiſtrates, whom he caſt into 
Priſons ; againſt whom he became as well Execu- 
tioner as Witneſs, Rapiebat, vaſtabat, ſeviebat, ſays 
the great St. Auguſtine. I do not exaggerate or 
enhance his Crimes, when I affirm they were with- 
out Bounds or Limits. Saul wag'd a bloody War, 
not againſt Chritians only, but againſt Chriſt him- 
ſelf. As Herod ſought his Death amongſt thou- 
ſands of Innocents, Saul aim'd at Chriſt amongſt 
thouſands of Chriſtians ; tho” neither could meet 
with the Saviour of the World. He eſcap'd Herod 
by his fl:ght into Egypt : He could not be affaulted 
in Perfon by Saul, as being now riſen from the 
Dead, as being at chis rime aſcended into Heaven. 
And vet, O C:1ms nevcr to be paralelFd ! Saul, not 
farisf'd wih thac !gnomumous, that painful __ 
the 
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the Jews had lately put our Saviour to, extends his 
furious:Rage even beyond the Grave ; infomuch 
that our Saviour not brooking the Outrage, breaks 
. even from Heaven into- unuſual Complaints, and 
diſpenſing no longer with that ſacred Silence he 
had fo ftriftly obferv'd in this World, in the naid(t 
of his greateſt AfﬀMflictions, reproaches Saul's un- 
heard of Cruelty, frem the Throne of his Glory, 
Saul, Saul, Quid me perſequeris ? Thus ſtands Saul 
a Criminal before us, a Criminal of the blackeſt 
dic. Thus I have repreſented him with theſe Ini- 
quities about him, ro make a deeper Impreflion in 
your Souls of the prodigious Efhcacy of Prayer, 
and by conſequence of the great Obligation we 
have of Praving, as well for our Neighboursas our 
ſelves, as well tor our Enemies as Friends. Saul, 
however here ſo black with Crimes, 15 for all this 
a glorious Saint, 1s in full poſſeſſion of an eternal 
Kingdom, 1s reigning with Chrift, 1s an uluſtrious 
Member of the Church 7riumphant, 1s an Honour 
to the Church Militant. Whence proceeds fo mi- 
raculous a Change, a Change of Name, a Change 
of Nature * A Change from Saz/ to Parl, from an 
extraordinary Sinner to an extraordinary Saint ? 
From the Prayers of a Chriſtian, from the Sighs, 
Tears , and Prayers of a perſccuted Chriſtian, a 
Chriſtian perſecuted by Saul himſelf, a Chriſtian 
expiring under a Mountain of Stones thrown at 


him at the Inſtance of Sazl; To the Prayers of 
St. 
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St. Stephen we owe this prodigious Converſion. 
While the Jews animated and encourag'd by Saul, 
who ſton'd St. Stephen with all their Hands, by 
taking care of all their Clothes, were anſwering to 
the cruelty of his intentions, the Saint lifted up his 
Hands and Eyes to Heaven, rais'd his dying Voice 
ina lamentable, but engaging Accent, and as if he 
had been the Eccho of Fi Lord upon the Croſs, 
cry'd out to Him, as he did to his eternal Father, 
Ipnoſce illis quia neſciunt quid faciunt. His Prayers 
were heard ih Heaven, Jeſus ſaw the Supplicant, 
Feſus flood wiſible to the Saint, attentive to his 
Prayers, and granting his Petition. The Prayers of 
St. Stephen - wrought the entire Converſion of 
St. Paul. | 
St. Auguſtine; whom we likewiſe muſt needs ac- 
knowledge a pertect Convert, at the Prayers and 
Tears of Monica his holy Mother ; St. Auguſtine, I 
ſay, once the labour of her Womb, now the de- 
light of her Soul, whom ſhe brought forth a Sin- 
ner, and madea Saint, introduces our B. Saviour 
addreſſing himſelf thus to the great St. Paul before 
his Converſion : 0 Saule, olim quidem te perdere {45:1 
debui , ſed Stephanus meus oravit pro te. Saul, Iv © 
ſhould have deftroy'd thee long ago, had not my 
Stephen's Prayers prevail d fo far, as co diſarm my 
Anger againſt thee. O Saul, why dolt thou perſe- 
cure me ? Thou art blindly bent againſt me and 
mine, and yer at the Interceſlion of Stephen, Ile 
> Create 
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createJ'thee my Servant. 0 Saule} Iupe rapax , O 
Saul, thou ravenous Wolf, thou haſt devour'd my 
Sheep : Expetta pauliſper, & digeres; Stay a while, 
and thou ſhalt digeſt what as' yet over-loads thy 
Conſcience. Dicam plane,(continuesthe great'S. Au- 
uſt. S. Auguſtine, a moſt delicious Flower ſprung 
Wc: from the Root of Prayer) Fliſus eft jilius 
perditionis, & ereus eft vas elefionis ; The Son of 
perdition 15 thrown' down, to riſe up' a Veſſel of 
Ele&tion. Nam ſi Stephanus ſic non orafſet, Ecclefia 
Paulum non haberet ; For it Stephen had not Pray d 
in this manner, the Church had-never been ho- 
nourd with the Merits of Paul. Sed ideo erefins 
eft Paulus; But Pad -was thus-rais'd: to that ſub- 
I: me Sanctity and Perfection, Cu in terra inclina- 
tus exauditus eſt S tephanus ; Beeauſe St.-S tephen 
with bended Knees call'd nor for Vengeance, but 
Mercy for Paul. Sic auditus eft Stephanus ut ejus 
oratione deleretur peccatum, quod commiſit Saulys ; 
Heaven fo far condeſcended to the Interceſlion of 
Stephen, that it granted an ample Pardon to the 

Crimes which Saul had commuted; © 
I think, after ſuch an Example, none ought to 
doubr of the abſolute Neceſſity of Prayer ; of Pray- 
ing tor ozr ſelves, of Praying tor the good of others. 
Heaven, that acquicſc'd tothe Prayers of S. Szepher 
for St. Paul's Converſion, we may juſtly hope will 
ncyer deny any thing, that conduces'to the good 
of our own, or Neighbours Souls. Petite & acci- 
FR : pretzs 
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pretis ; ASk, and you ſhall receive. S7 quid petieri- 
tis Patrem in nomine meo dabit wobis ; It you ſhall 
ask any thing of the Farher in my Name (ſays the 
Son), hel grant 1t co your Prayers.. Butſince he 1n- 
timates here a Mcthod of Prayer, to be true to my 
Promiſe, and to render this Diſcourſe as proficu- 
ous as my Time will permit, Vle ſuperſede a far- 
ther Explication of St: Fohn Damaſcen's Definition, 
to-leave. you in a tew words the Manner how to 
Pray. St quid petieritis Patrem in nomine meo, dabit 
vobzs ; It you ask the Father any thing in my Name, 
hel grant it you. . AS 

\ Many Chriſtians, notwithſtanding the ſeveral 
Admonitions , the ſeycral Incitements they have 
received, to addict themſelves to this devour, this 
holy Exerciſe of Prayer, notwithſtanding that they 
are well inſtructed in the Manner, are ſtill plung'd 
ſo far in the Cares and Concerns of this World, 
that they will not: fo much as afford themſelyes a 
Moment ef their Time, though they ſteal whole 


Hours for Pleaſure or Paſtime, tor an Employ- 


ment as obligatory as proficuous. As many, it not 
more, (ſo predominant 1s Ignorance now adays 
over Spiritual Concerns) tall ſhort of the Merhod, 
know not how to Pray : the moſt that do, find nor 
Heaven to anſwer their Expectations, becauſe they 
correſpond nor. with their Prayers to 1ts Dchires. 


That I may nor be wanting to. the Neceſlitics of 


all upon ſo great an Exigency, I ſhall in the Con- 
E 2 cliltion 
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cluſion of this Diſcourſe, Excite thoſe to Pray, thar 
do not; I ſhall inform thoſe of the Manner, that 
know not how; I ſhall, to the beſt of my Endea- 
yours, rectifie the falſe Meaſures others have taken 
of Praying amiſs. - 

To this purpoſe, you flaming Seraphins, that - 
yell your Eyes with your Wings, as not being able 
to bear that inacceſſible Brightneſs, that is darted 
from the Countenance of an infinite Majeſty ; 
That ſhroud with Wings your Feet, in awe and 
acknowledgement of the Greatneſs of God ; That 
have two Wings more to be ready upon Com- 
mand ; That cover your Eyes with two, your Feet 
with two, that Fly with two : Give me leave to a- 
dapt your Wings to Prayer, to fit it for its appear- 
ance before the Throne of the God you adore. 
Let Prayer be a Seraphin amongſt you, place her 
in your Quire, when. her- ings hkewile are fitted 
to her, when ſhe burns with that Love you are 1n- 
flamed with. Seraphins by Nature are all in Lowe, 
in Love with God ; their Love 1s incompatible, 1s 
inconſiſtent with Sin. That Prayer therefore admit 
not of Sin, 1s the firſt Condition. Seraphins veil 
their Faces, veil their Feet., in Confideration of 
Gods infinit Greatneſs; of their own infimrt Lit- 
cleneſs or Lownels, in reſpect of his mfinit Height, 
which 1s the Second Condition neceflary to Sera- 
phical Prayer. Seraphins ask nothing for us, bur 
what conduces to the Honour and Glory of God 

Wat 


( 29) 


what tends to the Salvation of our Souls, the Third 
Condition. Seraphins Preſent their Petitions in the 
Name, through the Merits of Feſus, the Fourth 
Condition. Seraphins are always upon the Wing ; 
Dauabus wolabant, the Fifth and Laſt Condition to 
make Prayer a Seraphim. 

Firſt then, that Prayer may fit it ſelf for a Serg- * Cont 
phin, Sin muſt be bamiſh'd-out of the Soul. $7 cor 
 noſtrum (faith St. John, a Seraphin tor Love, for the : jon. 3. 
Love of Feſus) non reprehenderit nos, fiduciam ha- ©” 
bemns ad Deum, W. quicquid petierimus atcipiemus 
ab eo ; If our Hearts or Conſciences do nor check 
or accuſe us, if our Souls are not defil'd with Sin, 
Fidutiam babemus, we may have Confidence, we 
need not fear ; our Pctitions ſhall be granted, our 
Deſires crown'd, our Prayers heard ; we ſhall ob- 
tain whatever we ask. Our Conſciences reprehend 
us (faith St. Gregory) as often as we Sin, as often as s. cre. 
we ſwerve from the Commandments of God. Our 7: **7: 
B. Saviour ſtates the Condition for the Advantage 
of Prayer, Si manſeritis in me, If you dwell in me ; joan. 15.7, 
If you live by Grace or Charity a Member of my 
Body, Quodcungque volueritis.petetis W fiet vobis ; Ask 
what you pleaſe, you {hal obtain it. Donotthere- 
fore (D. Chriſtians) rely upon your Prayers, if your 
Prayers are not grounded on the Innocence of 
your Lives. Ne offeratis ultra ſacrificium fruſtra z 1s 1. 13: 
Offer not up any more your Sacrifice in vain, (ſaid 
God to the Jews, by the Mouth of his Prophet 

= Tſaiab ; ) 
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Tfaiah;) Your Incenſe is an abomination to me : 
It you lift. up your Hands to Heaven, Ile turn a- 
way my Face, becauſe vour Hands are full of 
Blood. Lavamini, mundi eftote auferte malum co- 
gitationum veſtrarum ; Waſh , purge, and cleanſe 
your ſelyes from the Defilements of Sin ; take 
- from my fight your evil Cogitations. The great 
© 25%, St. Auguſtine to this purpole addreſſes himlſclt chus 
2/2/39 to A SINNET 1N Prayer ; If God ſhould ſay to a Sinner, 
Behold, yeu have call'd upon me, I come, but whither * 
IVhere will you provide a place. fit to entertain me * 
Do: you think TI can brook Tantas ſordes conſcientia 
tuz ? ſuch an unclean, ſuch an unſanfifid Soul ? 
Should you invite a Servant of mine to your Houſe, 
would not you, to ſave your Credit, take care to re- 
move whatſoever is diſguſtful out of his fight ? Would 
not you make it clean, ſet it in order ? Certainly you 
would. Tet you have the confidence to invite me to 
your Soul, in the manner I now behold it, full of Ran- 
cour and Malice, full of Fraud and Rapinc, full of 
Pride and Ambinion, full of Anger, Luſt, and Blaſ- 
phemy ; to your Soul, the Center of Iniquities. If 
you have a mind God ſhould cnter ro inhabit there, 
proyide tor his coming, ceaſe to offend, implore 
tis Pardon for your patit Tranſgreſſions, begin to 
love him as the Seraphins do. Lowe is the Soul of 
a Seraphin ; Love ought to be the Soul of your 
Prayer. 


en  Sccondly, Conſider the Grandeur, the Majeſty 
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' of God ; Conſider your ſelf, how little, how like to 
nothing ; Conſider what God 1s,Conſider what you 
are. The Wings betore the Face and Feet of a Sera- 
phin, are theſe or the I:ke Conſiderations. That 
Seraphin upon Earth St. Francis, Prayd in this 
manner ; 2uid es tu dulciſſime Domine Deus mens, 
quid ego vermiculus & pauper ſerous tuus ? What 
art thou, my Lord my God! Whatam I! A worm, 
thy poor and wretched Servant. With what Pati- * 
ence, with what Humility, do's an innocent and 
poor Wretch wait atthe rich Man's Door ? With 
what Submuſſion do's he appear before him ? With 
| far more Reſpect, with greater Awe ſhould we beg 
an Alms ar the Gates of God's Mercy. As the Eyes 
of a Handmaid or Slave are fix'd upon the Hands 
of her Miſtreſs, as ſhe reads from thence her Inſtru- 
tions what to do; Sicut oculi ancille in manibus Pl. 122, 
Domine ſux : So ſhould our Eyes ſtedtaſtly regard 
' the Grandeurs of the Almighty, and from thence 
take an occaſion to plead for our ſclves, til] he is 
graciouſly pleas'd to condeſcend to the relict of 
our Infirmities. 

Thirdly, The Seraphins never Intercede for us Cond 
at the Throne: of Mercy, but in Matters that re- * 
dound to their Maker's Honour, and the Good of us. 
Happy were the Chriſtian Soul, that would thus 
ſtare her Petitions; Ah unfortunate nuſtake of 
many, that with the. Sons of Zebedee, know not 


what they ask ! Some defire Health, ſome Riches, 
others 
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others to be diſencumber'd from the Burden of 
their Aflifions, ſome Preferments, Dignities or 
Honours ; But never conſider, with Gund Sub- 
miſſion to the inſcrutable Secrets of Divine Provi- 
dence, whether the Sickneſs they labour under, the 
Poverty they are in, the 7 roubles they are oppreſs'd 
with, their /ow or mean Condition, be not more 
ſuitable to the Will. of God, more conducing to 
the Salvation of their Souls. How many now are 
tortur'd with unquenchable Flames, for the abuſe 
of that Health the Almighty in anger confterr'd up- 
on them? ( For through a juſt Indignation he 
grants many Petitions, which he, according to the 
Diartes of his infinit Mercy, had moſt graciouſly 
deny'd) ? How many with Dives, want Water to 


cool their burning Tongues, who, had they been. 


contented with a leſs ſenſible Poverty then that of 
Lazarus, would now have been Lodg'd in the Bo- 
ſom of Abraham 2 How many have faln headlong, 
likethoſe Morning Stars, Lucifer and his Aſoctates ; 


have ſer in an eternal Night, becauſe with the Pi- 


nions of an irregular Ambition, they endeavour'd 
ro mount above their native Sphere 2 How many 
had exchang'd the Burden of their temporal Mzſe- 
ries or Affiidions, had they born them with Ref1g- 
nation and Parience, for an Eternal Weight of Glory ? 
Many times the everlaſting Happineſs or Miſery of 
a Soul is annex'd to a Good or Bad Petition. We 


ought not therefore to ſquare our Requeſts ac- 
cording 
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cording to the Dictates of our own inordinate Ap: 
petites, we ought to render them conformable to 
the Will of Heaven. But whatſoever we .impor- 
rune the Almighty for, let it be defir'd' with pro- 
found Submuſſion, in the Name, through the Me- 
rits of our Lord and Saviour Chrift Jeſus. 

Fourthly, $i quid petieritis Patrem in nomine '. Condi 

 meo, dabit wobis.; It you ask the Father any 
thing in my Name, he will grant it you. -He ſays 
we can do nothing without him ; Sine me nihil jan.rs.s. 
poteſtis facere. We can expect Salvation upon no 
other Account then his : Our own Merits avall 
us nothing, but by vertue of his Paſſion, and 
precious Blood ſhed for us upon the Croſs. Quic- 445%), in 
quid ex me mibi deeſt (ſaith St. Auguſtin) uſurpo ex vi- cp. 2. 
* ſceribus Domini mei Feſu Chriſti, quoniam miſericor- 
die affluunt, nec deſunt foramina per que Effluant. 
Whatſoever 1s detective in me, is ſupply'd from the 
Bowels of my Saviour's Mercy ; His Blood wants 
. not Channels to convey it ſelf to my Soul : Ic 
ſtreams yet in greater abundance through his 
IVounds upon the Croſs, then through his Pores in 
the Gardexz. Hence it 1s that our Holy, our Uner- 
ring Mother the Church, concludes her Prayers, 
Through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. "Twas he that Re- 
deem'd us from the Slavery of Sin, He is the Door 
of Heaven, through Him we muſt enter, which 
we ſhall certainly. : 4 it Perſeverance crowns Our 
Prayers. 


” __ Laſtly, 
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v. Gn Laſtly, Perſeverance, repreſented in thoſe Wings 
' of a Seraphin, with which he 1s conſtantly upon 
Duty. Chriſt many times grants to our Perſeve- 
rance, What he denies to our Prayers. The Apoſtles 
ran to the Sepulchre of our Lord, as well as Mag- 
dalen; but She only had the honour and happineſs 
of ſeeing him in Perſon, becauſe She ſtay'd. Had 
the Cananean left our Bleſſed Saviour at that ſharp. 
Repulſe the firſt recery'd, her Daughter had never 
been Diſpoſſeſs'd : Neither had Facob the Patriarch 
been bleſs'd by the Angel, had not he ſtruggl'd with 
him till the dawning of the Day. God denies us 
many times, or ſeems not to hear us, to try our 
Patience, to make proof of our Conſtancy and Per- 
feverance, to experience the Faith we have in him. 
He ſeems not to hear us at all Times, or upon all 
Occaſions, to convince us of our own Miſery, of 
what we are ozr ſelves, if left to our ſelves. Grace 
would loſe its eſtimate or value, Heaven would 
{ink beneath our Care or Conſideration, if every 
Sigh or Tear, if a few Words, altho' the faithful 
Interpreters of a ſincere Intention, could obtain 
Matth. 11. What they ask at every turn. Celum vim patitur 
_  wiolenti rapiunt illad; We muſt ſtorm the Empy- 
reum, if we have a mind to gain it ; We, muſt en- 
dcavour to take Happineſs by force, by force of a 
conſtant Prayer. None will eyer have their Tem- 
ples empal'd with a Crown of Glory, that. have 
2 Tm-2-5- not perſeyer d in the Combat. Nemo coronabitur, 
miſt qui legitime certaverit. We 
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We have had an Idea (D. Chriftians) of the Ex- 
cellency of Prayer, of the Advantages we may reap 
from the conſtant Exerciſe of Prayer. We arc con- 
vinc'd, I ſuppoſe, of the Neceſſity of Prayer; We 
have been furmiſh'd with the Cond7rions requiſite for 
Prayer. It we adnaure it for its Excellency, we ſhould 
embrace it as an Advantage ; Nay, we ought to 
comply with ſo neceſ/ary an Obligation, fince we are 
not 1gnorant of the Manner how to diſcharge our 
ſelves. 1 was not Maſter of Ceremonies my felt, 
when I plac'd Prayer amongſt the Seraphins. A 
Learned Author tells us, That a Perſon conſtantly 
addicted to ſo pious an Employment, has not on- 
ly the Love of a Seraphin, but likewiſe enjoys the 
Perfection of each Hierarchy of every Qzire. He 1s 
a Cherubin in his Knowledge ; a Throne, inaſmuch 
as his Sozl 1s the Seat or Reſidence of God, the Tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghoſt ; A Domination, in the Govern- 
ment of his Paſſions ; A Power, in the Dominion 
over the Infernal Spirits ; A Yertze, in his mira- 
culous Life, in his Life of Miracles ; An Archangel, 
 1n his Heroickh Enterprizes ; An Angel, in his Prompt 
Obedience to the Commands of his Sovereign; A 
Perſon, in fine, devoted to Prayer, 1s a wonderful 
Epitome of all Heaven. Who would not atter this 
addict themſelves to Prayer ? That holy Biſhop of 
Geneva, St. Francis Sales, taxes thoſc that will nor, 
of the want of common Senſe. But the fooliſh and 
unwiſe ſha!l periſh, (faith the Plalnuit} ; Simul inſipi Pl. 48 
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ens & ftultus peribunt. Men may be aſham'd of their 
ſupine Neglect, ina Buſineſs of ſuch Moment and 
| Concern, while they ſhew themſelves fo eager in 
the purſuit of Toys and Trifles. If its charming 
Excellency do's not invite us, let its Advantages en- 
gage us, let its Neceſſity oblige us. For its Advan- 
rages (ſaith St. Ambroſe) Uberior eft gratia quam pre- 
catio, ſemper enim Dominus plus tribuit quam roga- 
mur ; God 1s more liberal of his Grace, then we of 
our Prayers ; healways confers more upon us, then 
we require, then we look for or expect. Abraham 
deſird a Son, and -obtain'd oyer and aboye the 
Meaſure of his Petition, a numerous Progeny from 
his Loyns, a Progeny as numerous as the Stars ; 
Obtain'd a Blefling never to be mention'd bur with 
Joy : The Redeemer of the World came from the. 
propagation of his Seed. Facob the Patriarch beg'd 
God would be pleas'd to furniſh him with Neceſ-- 
faries, with Aliments for the Body, and was ſtor'd 
with Riches in abundance, was honour'd with the 
Company of Aſcending and Deſcendins Angels. 
Solomon Pray'd for Wiſdom, and receiv'd Omnia 
bona pariter cumea, An affluence of all good things 
with it. Ezechias Pray'd for his own Recovery,when 
ſick to death; which was granted, with an additi- 
on of Fifteen Years, and the Promiſe of a glorious 
Victory over his Enemies. The Samaritan deſir'd 
Water, but obtaind Grace. The Centurion beg'd 
of our Bleſſed Saviour to reſtore his Servant's 
Ws Flealth, 
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Health ; Our Lord curd the Body of the Seryant, 
and the Soul of the Maſter. The Thief upon the 
Croſs defir'd only to be remembred when our Savi- - 
our came to his eternal Kingdom , whereas our 
moſt gracious Lord pronus'd him on that very 
Day to place him in Paradiſe. | 
Add now to theſe Advantages, with thoſe above 
mention'd, the ſtri&t 0b/igation, the preſſing Neceſ- 
ſity. A Soul without Prayer, 15 like a City in time 
of War without Guards, without Walls, withour 
either Food or Ammunition, which the Enemies 
may take and Plunder as they pleaſe. S. Auguſtin and 
St. Ambroſe, the greateſt and Learnedſt Doctors of 
the Church, both center in this ODinton, That a 
Perſon. ftands in as much need of Prayer as of 
Grace, to attain Salvation. St. Ambroſe farther af- 
ſures us, That Prayer 1s as much the Life of the 
Soul, as the Soul 1s the Life of the Boy. Hence I 
rationally and eyidently conclude, Thar as the Soul 
is eſſential to- the Life of the Body, Prayer is as ef- 
ſential ro the Life of the Soxz/. The Body without a 
Soul, 1s buta foul and ugly Carcaſs, the Leavings 
of a Man, the Food of Worms and the Grave. The 
Soul without Prayer 1s dead, dercitable in the fight 
of God and his Angels, whoſe Grave will be the 
nether Hell, whoſe Worms thoſe Stings of Conſci- 
ence which ſhall never die. As we takeall Care poſ- 
{ible therefore to preſerve Nature, the union of the 
Soul and Body, {ince we arc not 1gnorant of the 
Means, 
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Means, we ought to take all Care poſſible to preſerve Grace, by 
-a conſtant Exerciſe of Prayer. Should you deny your Body its 
neceſſary. Food, the Sou? takes Wing, and leaves the Skeleton ;; 


| Should you deptive your. $9#/' of the -Suſtenance: of Prayer, 


Luc. 18. 1. 


Pſal. 18. 


I as 


Grace quits the-barren, the unhoſpitable Soil ; the roaring. Lion, 
the ravenous Wolf, the infernal Serpent, each from Hell, every 
Beaſt of Prey, Omnes beſtiz: ſylvz,; do not pals through only, 
but inhabit there. , Let us Pray therefore always (D. Chriſti: 
ans) as our Bleſſed Saviour has enjoyn'd-us, Sempe rorare; not 
always upon our Knees, with ZZands erected, with Eyes lifted 
up to Heaven, that Ceremony at all times is neither neceſſary 
nor convenient : Let us Pray always, by a conſtant union of 
our Souls always with God :. Let us Pray always, by doing 
what we do, for the ſake of God : Let us-Pray always, by bear- 
ing our Sufterings for God : Let us. Pray always, by deſiring 
what we deſire, may redound to the Honour of God: Let us 
Pray always, by loving what we love for the love of God : 
Let us Pray always, in fine, by.rendring our Thoughts, Words, 
and Works, conſtant Efieas 'of Faith, Hope, and Charity.- 
Prayer then and Grace will be individual Companions : Grace 
will be acquir'd at the Inſtances of our Prayers ; Glory will be 
the due Reward of Grace. Gratiam enim & Gloriam dabit 
Dominus ; For the Lord (ſays the Pſalmiſt)) wil give Grage 
and Glory. : 2 | 

Which God of his infinit Mercy grant 'to the Prayers of 
your moſt Sacred Majeſty, to my Prayers, and to the Prayers 
of all that hear me, /» Nomine Patris © Filit & Spiritus 
Santt;, Amen. #7 


